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ABOUT SEAN BUTLER

Sean Butler is a landscape designer and director 
of Cube 1994. With a background in civil 
engineering, Sean has an in-depth understanding 
of the design, construction and maintenance of 
the physical and naturally built landscape.
www.cube1994.com

Stretching your limitations should always be 
encouraged. If your teams have the skill set and 
are good problem solvers, why not add another 
string to your bow and have the confidence to 
offer your potential clients the construction of 
outdoor rooms.

There are many companies out there 
specialising in this product and service but why 
let others profit when you have the ready-made 
talent in your own teams? Being adaptable to 
challenges is what makes you stand out from 
the crowd. If you can answer yes to all the 
following questions, there is no reason why you 
can’t build outdoor rooms.
1. Does your team lay concrete bases?
2. Does your team erect cedar slatting?
3.  Have you built timber framed pergolas  

and gazebos?
4.  Have you built bespoke ponds with  

welded rubber liners?
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MAN CAVES AND   
OUTDOOR FAMILY ROOMS 

With extra space being 
sought by home owners 

Sean Butler considers 
adding the construction 
of outdoor rooms to your 
business offering

If you’re a fan of Grand Designs you will often 
witness self-builders building the most incredible 
buildings with amazing results. Many of these 
people have no experience whatsoever, so with 
that mind set and your experience, why not offer 
this service to your clients?

Having the right tools, basic skills and  
a can-do attitude is all it takes. I can hear the 
professionals getting annoyed here, and I am  
not saying it’s easy, but it is doable. 

There are many things to consider:
1. Ground conditions
2.  Purpose of building – gym, office,  

chill out room.
3.  Services, electrics, plumbing, internet,  

alarm system.
4.  Budget – circa £15,000-£60,000
5.  The height must not exceed 3.9m and the 

footprint must not exceed 30m2 to avoid 
having to get planning permission. If you  
do some research, you will get an idea  
of what the professionals charge. Do not 
undermine the value of these buildings  
by undercutting others. The profit is to be 
gained both financially and in the portfolio  
of services that make you stand out 
from the crowd.

Read next months issue for part two of this 
series, where Sean shares his how-to guide  
on building outdoor rooms. 
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