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In the latest installment
of his miniseries on
specifying materials, Sean
Butler looks at the
process of recycling
waste materials

The waste materials coming from construction
and demolition operations are known as
C&DWs (construction and demolition wastes).
These materials represent one of the most

voluminous streams of waste generated in the
world, accounting for 25-30% of all waste
produced in the EU. Reducing this waste by
recycling it is the way forward, and it is up to all
of us to make the effort to do so, in order to
help achieve greener landscapes.

IT IS UP TO ALL OF US TO
MAKE THE EFFORT TO RECYCLE, IN
ORDER TO HELP ACHIEVE
GREENER LANDSCAPES
With careful planning, using recycled
materials can reduce your business’s carbon
footprint, reduce timescales on a project,
reduce costs and increase profits. At Cube, it is

a part of our company policy to do all we can to
carry out recycling in our landscape projects,
and to use recycled products in the formation
of a new landscape garden. There are
limitations, though, as you would expect.
We have held a waste carriers license and
waste transfer license for 25 years, but this
doesn’t mean we can carry out all recycling at
our yard. Legislation and the Environment
Agency control the storage of waste materials
very closely. The process of turning inert waste
material into a product is classified as a waste
recovery operation, and is subject to the waste
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management controls set out in the Waste
Framework Directive and domestic legislation.
So what does this mean for you? While it is
good ethos to practice recycling, you can’t just
start doing it without making sure you are
conforming to regulations.
At Cube, we store concrete, paving, bricks,
stone, green waste, pallets and metal for
recycling. First, we assess whether the volumes
of waste products on any given project are large
enough to warrant being recycled on-site or
whether they should be taken to our yard to be
recycled there. Once we have 300t of concrete,
paving, bricks and stone, we crush it down to be
reused for subbases; when it comes to green
waste and pallets, we shred it together and use
it for mulch once it has composted down. As for
the metal, we take it to a scrapyard to help fund
our Christmas parties!
Two suppliers of recycled aggregates I would
recommend are JKS Group (01702 530010) and
Grundy and Co Excavations (0151 4244079).
The process
• Raw material is pre-sorted to ensure that
unwanted materials do not enter the
recycling process.
• Two main processes are used, namely dry
crushing and washing.
• These systems produce high quality
recycled products that meet tight industry
specifications.
• Aggregates and sands are rigorously tested
on a regular basis by an external testing
house, so you can be confident that the
products you purchase will exactly match
your project requirements.
• While screened soil from new developments
will attain BS 3882 certification, recycled
skip fines will not gain the same standard.

TYPICAL RECYCLED AGGREGATES
• MOT 20mm down sandfill
• Grade 1 topsoil
• Grade 2 topsoil
• Washed aggregates
0-4mm fine sand
0-6mm coarse sand
• Pipe bedding for drainage
6-10mm pipe bedding
10-20mm pipe bedding
• For subbases
20-40mm clean stone
45-100mm clean stone
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